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killed in Taji, Iraq—far away from friends, fam-
ily, and the Willamette Valley that he loved so 
much. 

Ken was the last of the Leisten men—the 
pride and joy of his grandma and a large ex-
tended family that lives from California to the 
Midwest. Private Leisten made his community 
stronger because of the choices he made, the 
way he lived his life. 

Unlike many of his comrades, Private 
Leisten was a full-time guardsman. He was 
permanently assigned to the 1st Battalion, 
162nd Infantry HQ, but he volunteered to 
serve in Iraq with the 2nd Battalion—so some-
one else wouldn’t have to. Typical. This deci-
sion was the rule instead of the exception for 
this exceptional young man. 

The lasting tragedy of his noble sacrifice is 
that Private Leisten was exactly the kind of 
American that we need more of, the type of 
soldier—the kind of citizen—that makes us all 
better people. 

Sacrifice—the willful regard for others at his 
own expense—was Ken Leisten’s life philos-
ophy; it is his legacy. In actions large and 
small, Private Leisten took the time to care. 

A soldier in a hostile land, Ken Leisten set 
about making a difference by reaching out. He 
shared his limited water with Iraqi children in 
the village where he served to establish and 
then keep peace. 

Think about it; safe drinking water in a hot, 
unforgiving desert. Not many people would 
share their canteen, but Ken did. He con-
sciously made the effort to share what little he 
had with those around him—because he knew 
their need was greater. 

Part teacher, mentor, cheerleader, and 
coach—Ken spent his brief life assisting his 
fellow soldiers learn the art of war while help-
ing them maintain balance: responsibilities as 
soldiers with their needs as parents, spouses, 
and workers. 

One thousand Americans have perished 
since this administration committed our time, 
talent, and treasure to the liberation and re-
construction of Iraq. And unfortunately it is all 
too easy for the incredible life and terrible 
death of one citizen-soldier to get lost in the 
numbers. 

I say this because despite the noise sur-
rounding the war, a silent truth endures: there 
is no more sacred or loving gift than laying 
down your life for the protection of another. 
Private Ken Leisten gave us this gift. 

Let us commit ourselves to ensuring Ken 
Leisten’s example is our example; that his 
sacrifice—celebrated, applied—and never, 
ever forgotten. 

Private Ken Leisten made a difference in 
the lives of Iraqi children he knew he would 
never see again—he laid down his life so that 
the People of Iraq might have a chance at self 
governance and peace. 

We, in this Chamber and beyond these mar-
ble walls, are all accountable to the spirit of 
Ken Leisten. We must redouble our efforts, re-
kindle the flame of liberty, and renew our 
America to earn the freedom that Private 
Leisten gave his life for. 

INDIA SHOULD OPEN BORDER AT 
WAGAH FOR TRADE, TRAVEL 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 15, 2004 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, the Chief Min-
ister of Punjab, Captain Amarinder Singh has 
called for an opening of the border between 
India and Pakistan at Wagah, about halfway 
between Amritsar, Punjab, and Lahore, Paki-
stan. Such an opening would help the farmers 
of Punjab to get higher prices for their produce 
than the less-than-subsistence prices the In-
dian government pays them. It would also 
make it much easier for Sikhs to make reli-
gious pilgrimages to the birthplace of the first 
Sikh Guru, Guru Nanak, in Nankana Sahib, 
which is also in Pakistan. 

Chief Minister Singh is right. The border 
should be opened. This would be a significant 
step towards peace in the region. It would 
greatly reduce the need for India and Pakistan 
to expend exorbitant resources on their mili-
tary rivalry. Instead, the cross-border contacts 
would strengthen the emerging relationship 
between the two countries. 

Mr. Speaker, let me take this opportunity to 
call on both the governments of India and 
Pakistan to open this border. Let the people, 
money, and ideas flow freely. 

By opening the border at Wagah, India 
would be able to begin to end its repression 
that has claimed the lives of over 250,000 
Sikhs since 1984, over 300,000 Christians 
since 1976, over 89,000 Kashmiri Muslims 
since 1988, and tens of thousands of other mi-
nority people. 

This repression must end if India is to be 
taken seriously as a member of the inter-
national community. We should cut off India’s 
aid and trade until such time as it respects 
human rights. Opening the border at Wagah 
would be a first step. We should also go on 
record in support of all people in South Asia 
enjoying the basic democratic right to self de-
termination. 

Mr. Speaker, I am inserting the press re-
lease from the Council of Khalistan into the 
RECORD at this time. 

[From the Council of Khalistan] 
OPEN WAGAH BORDER FOR TRADE 

WASHINGTON, DC, September 10, 2004.—Dr. 
Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the 
Council of Khalistan, today endorsed the de-
mand of Captain Amarinder Singh, Chief 
Minister of Punjab, to open the border at 
Wagah, about halfway between Amritsar and 
Lahore. This would allow direct trade be-
tween Punjab and Pakistan. 

‘‘The distance between Amritsar and La-
hore is only about 35 miles, less than the dis-
tance between Washington and Baltimore in 
the United States,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘Why 
not allow trade between these neighbors?,’’ 
he asked. ‘‘Chief Minister Amarinder Singh 
is to be praised for asking to open this bor-
der,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘His stand will help 
keep the fires of freedom lit in the Sikh Na-
tion,’’ he added. ‘‘This is more than all his 
Akali and Congress predecessors have done 
for the people of Punjab,’’ Dr. Aulakh noted. 

‘‘We fully support opening this border,’’ he 
said. ‘‘This is the wise thing for Punjab and 
the Sikh Nation,’’ he added. ‘‘It is another 
step forward for the freedom and self-deter-
mination of the Sikh Nation. It will help se-
cure the prosperity of the Sikhs in Punjab, 
Khalistan.’’ 

‘‘Opening trade through the border at 
Wagah will bring peace in the subcontinent,’’ 
said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘This will enable the farm-
ers of Punjab to get higher prices for their 
products and help Pakistan to overcome its 
shortages,’’ he said. ‘‘If India truly cares 
about the well-being of the people, it must 
open the border at Wagah immediately’’ Dr. 
Aulakh also called for bus service across the 
border so that visitors can more easily visit 
the birthplace of Guru Nanak, the first Sikh 
Guru, at Nankana Sahib. ‘‘We are the same 
people. The same language is spoken on both 
sides of the border. Opening this border bene-
fits everybody and it is much better to open 
the border than to spend all this time and 
money constantly preparing for war,’’ he 
said. 

Khalistan is the independent Sikh home-
land declared on October 7, 1987. It has been 
under Indian occupation since then. When 
India became independent, Sikhs were equal 
partners in the transfer of power and were to 
receive their own state, but the weak and ig-
norant Sikh leaders of the time were tricked 
into staying with India on the promise that 
they would have ‘‘the glow of freedom’’ and 
no law affecting the Sikhs would pass with-
out their consent. Sikhs ruled an inde-
pendent and sovereign Punjab from 1710 to 
1716 and again from 1765 to 1849 and were rec-
ognized by most of the countries of the world 
at that time. No Sikh representative has 
ever signed the Indian constitution. The 
Council of Khalistan is the government pro 
tempore of Khalistan, the Sikh homeland. 

‘‘If India will not open this border, it is 
clear that there is no place for Sikhs in 
India,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘Sardar Atinder Pal 
Singh’s question of 14 years ago is still the 
question facing the Sikh Nation: Why don’t 
we liberate Khalistan? As Professor Darshan 
Singh, a former Jathedar, said, ’If a Sikh is 
not for Khalistan, he is not a Sikh’,’’ Dr. 
Aulakh noted. 

The Indian government has murdered over 
250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 
Christians since 1948, over 89,000 Muslims in 
Kashmir since 1988, and tens of thousands of 
Tamils, Assamese, Manipuris, Dalits (the ab-
original people of the subcontinent), and oth-
ers. The Indian Supreme Court called the In-
dian government’s murders of Sikhs ‘‘worse 
than a genocide.’’ According to a report by 
the Movement Against State Repression 
(MASR), 52,268 Sikhs are being held as polit-
ical prisoners in India without charge or 
trial. Some have been in illegal custody 
since 1984! 

‘‘We must move forward with the cause of 
Sikh freedom,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘Only in a 
free Khalistan will the Sikh Nation prosper 
and get justice,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘India 
should act like a democracy and allow a 
plebiscite on independence for Khalistan and 
all the nations of South Asia,’’ Dr. Aulakh 
said. ‘‘We must free Khalistan now.’’ 

f 

ASSAULT WEAPON BAN 
REAUTHORIZATION 

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 15, 2004 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to address the House for five minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, we are in a crisis situation in 
America—and here in Congress. On Monday 
the assault weapon ban bill expired at mid-
night and to date there has been no indication 
from this Republican controlled Congress that 
this important legislation will be reauthorized, 
let alone addressed, during this session. 
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This is unacceptable. It is unfathomable to 

me that Congress and this administration 
would let this landmark legislation merely ex-
pire. 

In 1994, Congress came together with the 
leadership of then President Clinton to pass 
the Assault Weapons Ban legislation that 
banned the possession, transfer, or further do-
mestic manufacture of semiautomatic assault 
weapons for ten years. 

The legislation has had documented suc-
cess. 

The U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics reports 
that since 1994 the annual amount of gun re-
lated violence has declined by 70%. Unfortu-
nately, tonight, we are on the cusp of taking 
a major step backwards with regard to pro-
tecting our citizens. 

Prior to 1994, gun violence, especially 
among our children was off the charts. The 
number of homicides committed annually with 
a firearm by persons in the 14- to 24-year-old 
age group increased by 173% from 1985 to 
1993. 

Physicians, school teachers, police officers, 
mothers, fathers, Republicans and Democrats 
alike have all called my office this past week, 
and I’m sure many of my colleagues, and 
asked why the Republican controlled Con-
gress has not done their job in protecting the 
American people, our children, our schools 
and our communities? 

Nationally, 70% of the American people 
have spoken and their message is loud and 
clear—we need to extend the Assault Weap-
ons Ban. 

The National Association of Police Organi-
zations, the National Coalition of Public Safety 
Officers both support reauthorizing this legisla-
tion. My chief of police in Los Angeles strongly 
supports reauthorizing this legislation. 

Now is not the time to make it easier for 
criminals and terrorists to get their hands on 
assault weapons. We live in a different world, 
a more violent world. Much has changed since 
1994. 

We have been attacked as a country and as 
a people. Now more than ever we must make 
it more difficult for those who want to harm us 
to get their hands on weapons that have the 
potential for mass killing. 

On Saturday, our country recognized the 
third anniversary of the horrific September 
11th terrorist attacks. 

Since that tragic day our Nation has waged 
an on-going war on terrorism, invaded Iraq 
with the intent of disarming Saddam Hussein, 
yet tonight we do not even blink in allowing 
weapons capable of mass killing back on our 
streets and in our communities. 

We have created a Department of Home-
land Security to protect the home front, our 
communities and our citizens. 

At the same time, we are asking more from 
our community’s police forces, while making 
huge cuts to the COPS program. 

Our brave men and women who protect our 
communities are doing more with less. They 
are now our first responders, our last defense 
against a terrorist attack, all while they con-
tinue to do their job of protecting our commu-
nities. Our community’s law enforcement have 
their hands full. We do not need to tie an arm 
behind their backs as they lead the fight on 
terror on the home front and continue to keep 
our communities safe. 

This Administration, the Department of 
Homeland Security along with the Department 

of Justice has gone to great lengths to create 
avenues in which to alert the American people 
that they are in danger. 

The Department of Homeland Security has 
created an elaborate color alert system . . . 
red, orange, yellow, blue and green . . . to 
alert our citizens that they are in danger. 

There has been much debate on how the 
administration chooses to use this new alert 
system or what is the criteria that causes the 
threat level to rise to red—well, tonight we are 
witnessing an example of an elevated threat 
level and it is coming from within our commu-
nities. 

Our local law enforcement officials will now 
be on constant high alert because of this ad-
ministration’s inability to reauthorize the as-
sault weapon ban bill. We cannot have inac-
tion from the Bush Administration—we must 
have action to protect our citizens and our 
families. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF KANSAS-ARMENIA 
PARTNERSHIP DAY 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 15, 2004 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an Armenian-American who 
has chosen Kansas as his home, and is tire-
lessly devoted to bringing Kansas and Arme-
nia closer together. Alex Kotoyantz, now a 
resident of Junction City, Kansas, has worked 
with Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius to 
have June 18 designated as Kansas-Armenia 
Partnership Day. 

The Kansas National Guard State Partner-
ship Program has allowed Kansans to travel to 
Armenia twice for the purposes of assisting 
with peacekeeping operations as well as 
health and medical operations. As a former 
Soviet republic that has faced tragic ethnic 
conflict, Armenia is in need of assistance. 
Kansans can and are providing valuable aid. 

I would like to include in the RECORD Gov-
ernor Sebelius’s proclamation that declares 
June 18 Kansas-Armenia Partnership Day. It 
reads as follows: 

‘‘Whereas, The National Guard’s State 
Partnership Program has achieved out-
standing success in establishing a military- 
to-military association and in improving se-
curity cooperation between the United 
States and partner countries; and 

Whereas, Kansas is proud to partner with 
Armenia in military-to-military, military- 
to-civilian, and civilian-to-civilian contacts 
and development; and 

Whereas, The Kansas National Guard hopes 
that this endeavor will foster goodwill be-
tween Kansas and Armenia and achieve a se-
cure, prosperous and dignified future for the 
citizens of Armenia; and 

Whereas, Armenia’s Deputy Minister of De-
fense and the U.S. Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense signed the Bi-Lateral Af-
fairs Agreement at the close of the Bi-Lat-
eral Defense Consultations, June 13–18, 2003; 
and 

Whereas, Kansas is grateful for the con-
tributions of Armenian Americans who have 
chosen Kansas as their adopted homeland; 
they have employed wisdom, courage and 
centuries-old traditions to enrich the char-
acter of our state; 

Now, therefore, I, Kathleen Sebelius, Gov-
ernor of the State of Kansas, salute the mod-

ern nation of Armenia and Armenians every-
where, and do hereby proclaim June 18, 2004, 
as Kansas-Armenia Partnership Day in Kan-
sas and urge all citizens to join in this ob-
servance. Our state and the Armenian nation 
stand together, with our partnership of 
peace, prosperity and freedom.’’ 

I am proud that my state has taken this ini-
tiative, and I will continue to support the Kan-
sas National Guard in its partnership with Ar-
menia. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 15, 2004 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, because of an 
emergency in my district, I missed rollcall vote 
Nos. 444, 445, 446, 447, 448, 449, 450, 451, 
452, 453 and 454. If present I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 446, 447, 448, 
449, 452, 453 and 454 and ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
votes 444, 445, 450 and 451. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF FLORENCE FOGLE 
KEAHEY 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 15, 2004 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, on July 2, 2004, an 
esteemed writer and community supporter, 
Florence Fogle Keahey, died in Bonham, TX. 

Florence Fogle Keahey was a noted writer 
in Fannin County. Born and raised on a farm 
near Ivanhoe, Florence quickly developed a 
love of the written word. She won her first 
prize at the age of 10, and she had several of 
her poems published in high school. Florence 
enrolled in the Correspondence School of the 
Newspaper Institute of America and was a re-
porter for many years with the Sherman Dem-
ocrat. She wrote several articles, poems and 
stories for newspapers in Bonham, Sherman, 
Denison, and Dallas. 

While her writing skills were impressive, she 
also devoted herself to serving the community 
of Fannin County. She was an organizing re-
gent for the George Blakey Daughters of the 
American Revolution, a charter member of the 
D. Rowlett Chapter of Daughters of the Re-
public of Texas, a member of the Bonham 
Womens’ Club, Iris Society, Texas League of 
Women Voters, Poetry Society of Texas, and 
the Democratic Women’s Club of Fannin 
County, and president of the Ivanhoe Commu-
nity Center. Florence also served Fannin 
County as its treasurer for 28 years. 

Florence is survived by her daughter, Dottie 
Keahey Davis, grandchildren, Leasa Liles, 
Mitch Scott Davis and his wife, Melissa Lance 
Davis. Florence was also the loving grand-
mother of 5 great-grandchildren, and friend to 
a number of nieces and nephews. 

Florence will be long remembered as a con-
summate community supporter. While she has 
left her home, her writings will live on as a tes-
tament to her intelligence and love for the citi-
zens of Fannin County and Texas. On behalf 
of her many friends and fans, I want to take 
this opportunity in the House of Representa-
tives to pay our last respects to this beloved 
woman—Florence Fogle Keahey. 
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